
Hope ISAIAH 11:1-10, MATTHEW 1:1-17

 

Peace ISAIAH 26:12, MATTHEW 1:18-25

  

Gather with family and friends
Read the scriptures
Share the devotional
Light a candle
Pray together

Isaiah writes about a future Messiah who would bring wisdom, knowledge, and peace. Matthew reminds us that year after year, century 
after century, God’s people had to wait and hold onto the Hope that a Messiah was coming to save them. Jesus’ genealogy, listed in 
Matthew 1, is the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy: Jesus is the long-awaited Messiah. Their hope was fulfilled. 

•  In a year that at times has seemed so hopeless, where did you encounter the hope of Jesus?

PARENT CUE
•  Have you ever been given something you really hoped for and had waited a long time for? What was it like—getting what you 

wanted? Jesus is a gift that people waited, hoped, and prayed for. 
•  What is one thing you’re hoping for now and how can we, as a family, be praying for that hope? 

The Hebrew word for peace is Shalom. It means tranquility, well-being, and wholeness. When the New Testament writers used the word 
peace, they used a Greek word that meant unity and accord. Peace can only come from a relationship with the living God—the one who 
wants peace for our lives. God never promised that life would be easy—we will always encounter trials and tribulations. If we are 
followers of Jesus, we will also always have God on our side to walk through these storms.

•  Where have you struggled to find peace in the midst of chaos this year? How can you trust that God is still in control in 2020?

PARENT CUE
•  When you hear the word “peace” what comes to mind? Has the last year felt peaceful? What can you do when the world doesn’t feel 

peaceful?

Love ISAIAH 54:10, 1 JOHN 4:9-11

Joy PSALM 71:23, LUKE 2:8-11

Christ LUKE 2:1-20

Isaiah tells us that God’s love is Steadfast—a “Never Stopping, Never Giving Up, Unbreaking, Always and Forever Love.” Jesus is the 
visible image of God’s invisible love for His people. The little baby on that first Christmas would grow into the Jesus of Easter. God’s 
love for us came softly and died tragically but then rose triumphantly. The love we see in the flesh as the Christmas baby had a great 
purpose for all mankind. 

•  Love gives. God’s love gave Jesus to us. In the spirit of love and giving this year, think of one way you can be radically generous this 
week. 

PARENT CUE
•  Who do you love? Why do you love these people?
•  Who do you know that is hard to love? 
•  Ask God to help you love everyone around you as he does. How can we pray together as a family that we can love better? 

Can you imagine the joy felt by those shepherds that night? Yes, joy emitted feelings and emotions, but joy that night became a 
cornerstone. It was the start of God’s great plan to redeem the world. Those shepherds would never be the same again. This Christmas, 
instead of seeing joy as an emotion or proclamation, let’s use it as a reminder of the cornerstone of our faith. The joyous night that God 
put into motion His great love for us by sending His Son, so that whoever believes in Him would not perish but have everlasting life. Joy! 
Our Redeemer has come! 

•  Joy shouldn’t come from our circumstance; it comes from the person and salvation of Jesus. How can you have joy in the midst of a 
hard year? How can you share that joy with those around you?

PARENT CUE
•  Have each person in your family share their definition of the word joy.
•  Can you think of ways you can be joyful even when things might not be going well around you?
•  Do you have joy in your heart? 

He is here. Wonderful Counselor. Mighty God. Everlasting Father. The Prince of Peace. Our Savior, Jesus. Merry Christmas, New City!


