
	

	

STUDENT SERMON GUIDE: LEADERS & PARENTS 
A partnership tool to help students, parents, and small group leaders go deeper together	 
 
May 24:  Crisis Response 
 
BOTTOM LINE 
Rodney Gray, preaches from the passage 2 Chronicles 20:1-25 on King Jehoshaphat, 
as we learn from his story about how crisis creates an opportunity to rely on Christ.  
 
INTO THE BIBLE 
2 Chronicles 20:1-25 
 
FOR SMALL GROUP LEADERS 
Goal: To help students understand that crisis doesn’t have to destroy us - it can be 
seen as an opportunity to rely on Christ like never before!    
 
Think About This: 
Jehoshephat was faced with a huge trial in hearing that a huge multitude of men 
were coming up against his kingdom.  He was afraid, and the first thing he did was to 
gather his people and submit all their big fears and feelings to the Lord.  They 
acknowledged that He was greater than the battle, and that they were His. They 
took time to REMEMBER what God had done, so that they could trust Him in the here 
and now.  Standing before the Lord as whole families, they humbled themselves to 
Him in saying “We do not know what to do, but our eyes are on you” (vs 12)  
 
Discuss This: 
• Who do you trust the most right now?   
• What is your first instinct when life takes a turn for the worse? 
• Which part of your life is the hardest to trust the Lord with?   
• Let’s spend some time thanking God that he is worthy of our trust. Spend a few 

minutes in prayer reflecting on God. Read through these verses and thank him 
for his trustworthiness. 
 

Jeremiah 17:7–8 
“Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, 
whose trust is the LORD. 
He is like a tree planted by water, 
that sends out its roots by the stream, 



	

	

and does not fear when heat comes, 
for its leaves remain green, 
and is not anxious in the year of drought, 
for it does not cease to bear fruit.” 
Psalm 28:7–9 
The LORD is my strength and my shield; 
in him my heart trusts, and I am helped; 
my heart exults, 
and with my song I give thanks to him. 
The LORD is the strength of his people; 
he is the saving refuge of his anointed. 
Oh, save your people and bless your heritage! 
Be their shepherd and carry them forever. 
 
• Fill in the blanks of this awesome verse!  2 Chronicles 20:15b 
“Do not be ________ and do not be _______ at this _________ __________ for the 
________ is not yours, but _______. “ (What an incredible truth - He’s got this!)  
 
Do This: 
Make a list of some of the things in your life that make you feel out of control.   Next 
to each one, write “He is for me.”  Try to read this every day!  It is so easy to forget 
that he is fighting for us, and will redeem all the brokenness one day, but we must 
have the eyes to see it.   

 
PARENT PROMPT 
Check in with your student about the areas of their life that have seemingly spiraled 
out of control.   

• Is it Covid-related?   
• Was their prom or graduation taken?  Their recital?   
• Or is it something else?   
• Has a friendship started to fall apart, or maybe their sense of normalcy and 

routine? 
Ask them if they see any opportunities to trust God in the midst of these scenarios.   
Do they see any ways that God could be using this loss of control? 
Of the things on their list that have felt out of control, which ones are the hardest to 
trust God with? 
What good has come from the losses they have been grieving? 
Do they have anyone in their life that would benefit from leaning into this 
perspective?  Sometimes when we share this opportunity to trust God with others, it 



	

	

helps us to remember that it truly is an incredibly freeing practice to hand over our 
sense of control to the Lord.  
Ask them how you can pray for them this week! 
 
 


